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The Water Cycle

Precipitation

Evaporation is the process by which a substance in a liquid state changes to a  

gaseous state due to an increase in temperature and/or decrease in pressure.

Condensation is the process by which water vapor in the air is changed into 

liquid water.

Transpiration is the process by which a plant releases water in the form of 

moisture or water vapor.

When water condenses in the atmosphere and becomes too heavy, the clouds 

release the water in the form of rain, snow, sleet or hail.

Percipitation that reaches the Earth’s surface but does not in!ltrate the soil 

is called surface runo".

Accumulation is the process of collection of water in ponds, lakes, rivers, 

oceans and other water bodies.
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