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Allusions

Underline and explain the allusion in each sentence. Identify

whether it alludes to literature, mythology, the Bible, or folktales.

Acquiring so much money at a young age led him down the primrose path.1)

Are you really sick, or are you crying wolf ?2)

You should continue to work hard and not rest on your laurels. 3)

I’m not asking you to walk on water. All I’m asking you is to do the homework. 4)

Vera decided to forgive her brother and extended an olive branch to him.5)
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Answer Key

Underline and explain the allusion in each sentence. Identify

whether it alludes to literature, mythology, the Bible, or folktales.

Acquiring so much money at a young age led him down the primrose path.

Literature, Shakespeare 

a life of pleasure, which often brings bad results for the person

1)

Are you really sick, or are you crying wolf ?2)

Folktales, Aesop’s fable

saying there is a problem when there isn’t 

You should continue to work hard and not rest on your laurels. 

Greek mythology

to be content with your achievements and stop trying new things

3)

I’m not asking you to walk on water. All I’m asking you is to do the homework. 

The Bible

to do something that is nearly impossible

4)

Vera decided to forgive her brother and extended an olive branch to him.5)

Greek mythology 

disagreement

said or did something to show that you want to end a quarrel or
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