
'Grimm's Fairy Tales', by brothers Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm was published in 

1812. Given here is an excerpt from “The Travelling Musicians”, a popular tale 

from this collection. 

    An honest farmer had once an ass that had been a 

faithful servant to him a great many years, but was now 

growing old and every day more and more un!t for 

work. His master therefore was tired of keeping him and 

began to think of putting an end to him; but the ass, who 

saw that some mischief was in the wind, took himself slyly o", 

and began his journey towards the great city, ‘For there,’ thought 

he, ‘I may turn musician.’

3. The ass began his journey towards the great city.  Why?

1. Why was the ass becoming increasingly un!t for work?

2. The ass !gured out that his master is thinking of putting an end to him. What e"ect did 

this have on him?
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'Grimm's Fairy Tales', by brothers Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm was published in 

1812. Given here is an excerpt from “The Travelling Musicians”, a popular tale 

from this collection. 

    An honest farmer had once an ass that had been a 

faithful servant to him a great many years, but was now 

growing old and every day more and more un!t for 

work. His master therefore was tired of keeping him and 

began to think of putting an end to him; but the ass, who 

saw that some mischief was in the wind, took himself slyly o", 

and began his journey towards the great city, ‘For there,’ thought 

he, ‘I may turn musician.’

3. The ass began his journey towards the great city.  Why?

He thought that he may turn a musician there. 

1.

He was growing old.

Why was the ass becoming increasingly un!t for work?

2. The ass !gured out that his master is thinking of putting an end to him. What e"ect did 

this have on him?

He decided to go to the great city.
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