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Choose the correct word to complete each sentence.

Sheet 3Commonly Confused Words

"Vain" is an adjective meaning unsuccessful or conceited.

Example: The lost hiker's calls for help were in vain.

Example: His speech struck a vein of optimism among the audience.

"Vein" is a noun meaning a blood vessel, a particular quality or mood, or a 

deposit of minerals. 

"Vane"  is a noun meaning an instrument detecting the direction of winds 

(weather vane) or a long !at blade of this instrument.

Example: The old church steeple had a weather vane shaped like a #sh.

1)

veinvain vane

The marble countertop had beautiful gray .

6)

veinvain vane

The weather creaked as it turned in the breeze.

3)

veinvain vane

The metal on the rooftop gleamed in the sunlight.

5)

veinvain vane

Our team's strategy proved to be against the stronger opponent.

2)

veinvain vane

The weather atop the barn indicated the wind's direction.

4)

veinsvains vanes

He felt a surge of anger coursing through his .

7)

veinvain vane

The king's pursuit of immortality led to the downfall of his kingdom.

8)

veinvain vane

The river carved a deep through the mountains.

Choose the correct word to complete each sentence.

His speech struck a vein of optimism among the audience.

 is a noun meaning a blood vessel, a particular quality or mood, or a 

deposit of minerals. 

 is a noun meaning an instrument detecting the direction of winds 

(weather vane) or a long !at blade of this instrument.

The old church steeple had a weather vane shaped like a #sh.

veinvain vane

The marble countertop had beautiful gray .

veinvain vane

The weather creaked as it turned in the breeze.

veinvain vane

The metal on the rooftop gleamed in the sunlight.

veinvain vane

Our team's strategy proved to be against the stronger opponent.

veinvain vane

The weather atop the barn indicated the wind's direction.

veinsvains vanes

He felt a surge of anger coursing through his .

The king's pursuit of immortality led to the downfall of his kingdom.
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