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Jonathan’s Nightmare
by Guy Belleranti

“I don’t want to have another nightmare,”
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Jonathan whimpered in his sleep.
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“But I’m a happy nightmare,” said a voice.
“There isn’t such a thing,” Jonathan said.
“Yes there is. Look at me with your sleeping eyes and see.”

PREVIEW

Jonathan looked. A horse with long golden eyelashes stood before him, its tail
swishing back and forth. “Why you’re not a nightmare at all!” Jonathan cried. “You’re a
horse.”
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“I’m both,” neighed the horse. “My name is Audrey, and I’m the happiest night

mare there is. I visit sleeping children every night, turning their nightmares into
happy dreams.”
“You do?”
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“Sure.”
www.mathworksheets4kids.com
“But — Wait! How can you
talk? Horses can’t talk.”

“But I’m not just a horse,” Audrey whinnied. “I’m a happy night mare.”
“Oh, yeah. I forgot.”
Audrey looked around the room. “I love your green walls, Jonathan. They make
me think of sweet grass in a pasture. Which reminds me - I sure could use a snack.”
“A snack?”
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“Yes. Apples if you have them. My travels make me very hungry.”
“Oh.” Jonathan wrinkled his brow. “I think we might have apples in the kitchen.
But I would have to wake up to get you one.”
“Not if you dream it.”
“Dream it?”
Audrey bobbed her head. “Close your sleeping eyes.”
Jonathan closed his sleeping eyes.

PREVIEW

“Now see into your kitchen. Are there any apples?”
“Yes,” Jonathan said. “There’s a whole bowl full.”
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“Wonderful,” Audrey neighed. “Take three.”
“Three?”
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bed. Audrey was munching happily, and so was he.

“We have to be careful we
don’t make a mess,” Jonathan told Audrey. “And I hope
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Mom and Dad aren’t angry when I’m not hungry for breakfast.”
Don’t worry.” Audrey winked. “This is a happy nightmare. There will be no mess,
and you’ll be hungry and well-rested in the morning.”
Jonathan smiled. He couldn’t wait to wake up and tell Mom and Dad all about
his happy nightmare.
- Originally published in the Kid’s Reading Room section of the Los Angeles Times on May 29, 2005.
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Jonathan’s Nightmare
1)

Jonathan first didn’t want to eat apples himself because,
a) he didn’t like apples.
b) he didn’t enjoy Audrey’s company.
c) he was afraid mom and dad will be angry when he’s not hungry in the
morning.
d) he had eaten a lot of apples that night.

2)

PREVIEW

Why was Jonathan excited at the end?
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4)

Recount some physical details of Audrey as you read in the story.
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What is the difference between the words ‘night mare’ and ‘nightmare’?
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5)

Have you ever had a happy nightmare? Describe the experience.
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Jonathan’s Nightmare
1)

Jonathan first didn’t want to eat apples himself because,
a) he didn’t like apples.
b) he didn’t enjoy Audrey’s company.
c) he was afraid mom and dad will be angry when he’s not hungry in the
morning.
d) he had eaten a lot of apples that night.

2)

PREVIEW

Why was Jonathan excited at the end?

Jonathan was excited because he wanted to tell mom and dad about the
happy night mare and the conversation he had with it.
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3)

Recount some physical details of Audrey as you read in the story.

4)

What is the difference between the words ‘night mare’ and ‘nightmare’?
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The word nightmare means an unpleasant dream, while ‘night mare’ means
a female horse that is out every night, tuning nightmares into happy dreams.

5)

Have you ever had a happy nightmare? Describe the experience.
Answers may vary.

Printable Worksheets @ www.mathworksheets4kids.com

