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All water helps the world go round.

In waving, crashing motions.

It makes up all the hidden deeps.

It congregates in oceans.

Paci!c is the largest one.

It joins the far east to the west.

Its warmth and sunshine welcome all.

It "ows to all the rest.

Atlantic isn’t quite as large.

Its water is cooler, too.

It joins the new world to the old

Through pathways tried and true.

The Indian is next in line.

You’ll !nd it on the shores

Of middle eastern coastal lands

And southern Asian "oors.

The last two oceans you will !nd

Are even colder, still.

The Arctic and the Southern freeze.

You’re sure to get a chill.
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4) Which two oceans are the coldest?

1) What is the theme of the poem?

2) Explain the phrases “the new world” and “the old world”.

3) Which literary device is used in the line below? Explain it.

Its warmth and sunshine welcome all. 

5) What does the poet mean by “pathways tried and true”?
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Answer Key
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4) Which two oceans are the coldest?

The Arctic Ocean and the Southern Ocean are the coldest.

1) What is the theme of the poem?

The poem names and describes the !ve oceans of the world.

2) Explain the phrases “the new world” and “the old world”.

The new world refers to the Americas. The old world refers to Africa, Asia, 

and Europe.

3) Which literary device is used in the line below? Explain it.

Its warmth and sunshine welcome all. 

This is an instance of personi!cation – attributing human characteristics to 

something not human.  “To welcome” is a human characteristic, and here it’s 

attributed to the warmth and sunshine of the Paci!c Ocean.

5) What does the poet mean by “pathways tried and true”?

The “tried and true pathways” refers to the sea routes that the famous 

European explorers used to discover the American continent. 
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