
Identify the shift in verb tense in each sentence as appropriate or 

inappropriate.

1) Yesterday I went to school by the bus, but today Dad will drop me there.

3) At the end of the day, I will be tired; I need to relax before homework.

2) Bernie raised his hand and ask the history teacher a question.

4) The baseball team is really good and has won many games this season.

5) Tomorrow, Leila will !nish school and then goes to the movies with her friends.

6) I used cherries and berries in my Waldorf salad and will add yogurt too.

8) The natural disaster occurred years ago; the people are still su"ering its 

consequences though.

7) Though I love my best friend Lance, I didn't like it when he gets bossy.
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Identifying Correct or Incorrect Shifts

The term “shift in tenses” refers to the change from one verb tense to 

another. Unless there is a shift in time, the tense in a sentence shouldn't

be changed; or else it'll stop the meaning of the sentence being 

expressed clearly.
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Identify the shift in verb tense in each sentence as appropriate or 

inappropriate.

1) Yesterday I went to school by the bus, but today Dad will drop me there.

appropriate shift

3) At the end of the day, I will be tired; I need to relax before homework.

inappropriate shift

2) Bernie raised his hand and ask the history teacher a question.

inappropriate shift

4) The baseball team is really good and has won many games this season.

appropriate shift

5) Tomorrow, Leila will !nish school and then goes to the movies with her friends.

inappropriate shift

6) I used cherries and berries in my Waldorf salad and will add yogurt too.

inappropriate shift

8) The natural disaster occurred years ago; the people are still su"ering its 

consequences though.

appropriate shift

7) Though I love my best friend Lance, I didn't like it when he gets bossy.

inappropriate shift
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Identifying Correct or Incorrect Shifts

The term “shift in tenses” refers to the change from one verb tense to 

another. Unless there is a shift in time, the tense in a sentence shouldn't

be changed; or else it'll stop the meaning of the sentence being 

expressed clearly.
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