
Underline the shifts in the verb tenses, and write whether they are 

appropriate or inappropriate.

1) Last week, Bill and Olivia practiced skateboarding techniques; they have now got 

a lot better.

2) The doctor suggested an antibiotic for ten days for patients who will have sore 

throats.

3) Tomorrow, Keith will wash the car and mows the lawn.

6) I really love olives, but I didn't know where to buy them.

5) Last year it didn’t snow much, but this year the situation is di!erent.

7) I "nished all my homework and then will go to play. 

8) The artists will perform the play they have been practicing for a week. 

4) Wendy is using the bird feeder that Mom bought last Sunday.
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Mastering the Shift in Verb Tense 

The term “shift in tenses” refers to the change from one verb tense to 

another. Unless there is a shift in time, the tense in a sentence shouldn't

be changed; or else it'll stop the meaning of the sentence being 

expressed clearly.



Underline the shifts in the verb tenses, and write whether they are 

appropriate or inappropriate.

1)

appropriate shift

Last week, Bill and Olivia practiced skateboarding techniques; they have now got 

a lot better.

2)

inappropriate shift

The doctor suggested an antibiotic for ten days for patients who will have sore 

throats.

3)

inappropriate shift

Tomorrow, Keith will wash the car and mows the lawn.

6)

 inappropriate shift

I really love olives, but I didn't know where to buy them.

5)

appropriate shift

Last year it didn’t snow much, but this year the situation is di!erent.

7)

inappropriate shift

I "nished all my homework and then will go to play. 

8)

appropriate shift

The artists will perform the play they have been practicing for a week. 

4)

appropriate shift

Wendy is using the bird feeder that Mom bought last Sunday.
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Mastering the Shift in Verb Tense 

The term “shift in tenses” refers to the change from one verb tense to 

another. Unless there is a shift in time, the tense in a sentence shouldn't

be changed; or else it'll stop the meaning of the sentence being 

expressed clearly.


